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Mark Your Calendar!
8th Grade Awards

Why Do We Celebrate Graduation?
By Mr. John Stratton,

FaceBook Live
Monday, May 10, @ 9:00 am

8th Grade Graduation
Tuesday, May 11, 2021

Looking ahead to the
2021-2021 school year.
Open House
August 23

4 to 6 pm

First Day of School
August 25, 2021

Gradua on season is full of
tradi ons: caps and gowns,
signs and adver sements,
"Pomp and Circumstance."
The Eighth Graders at Dent
Phelps are about two weeks
away from gradua on ceremonies on May 11, and we are a
full go for admission with
social distancing.
At ﬁrst, I wasn’t sure how
much of a big deal we should
make it. I mean, gradua ng 8th
grade is something we are
expected to do. It’s the job of a
student to go to school, learn,
and get good grades so he can
advance to the next grade. But
once I thought about it, I realized it’s a milestone. Transioning from Dent Phelps
School to high school is a new
experience. You’re not just a
kid anymore. It’s me to start
ac ng more mature, being
more responsible, and preparing for life a er middle school.

Gradua on is an opportunity
to celebrate all of the hard
work you’ve put into your educa on. It gives students and
their loved ones an opportunity to recognize a signiﬁcant
accomplishment. Of course, as
it is with many ceremonies,
there are quite a few tradi ons
associated with gradua on.
Some of these tradi ons are
formalized and largely universal, like the cap and gown,
while others are more casual
and personal, like gradua on
dinners or par es.
Gradua on Robes: The uniform of a graduate is perhaps
the most iconic gradua on
tradi on. The robes and cap
are ed to the event. Each
student will wear the same
robes. The idea of academic
robes ﬁrst came about in the
12th and 13th centuries. Back
then, most scholars were a

part of the church, which may
be why academic clothing
closely resembled clerical
ou its at the me. Many historians believe the long robes
served a func onal purpose.
The academic buildings were
generally unheated, and the
long robes with hoods may
have kept the scholars warm
during their studies. Oxford
and Cambridge were the ﬁrst
recorded schools to standardize the long gowns to represent unity during gradua on.
Historians disagree on the
origin of the square shape of
the cap, but some believe that
it represents the shape of the
square quad on the Oxford
campus.
Pomp and Circumstance: Second only to the cap and gown,
Pomp and Circumstance is
one of the most well-known
(con nued on page 3)

Meet Denny Melvin, New Principal
By Mrs. Victoria Brooker, Superintendent
At the April 15, 2021 board
mee ng the board hired Dennis
(Denny) Melvin as the district’s
principal
for
the
2021-22
school year.
Denny has been a principal for
three years at a K-8 school in the
West Plains area. He is very excited
to be a part of our Bobcat family

and is planning to move closer to
Dent County.
His contract oﬃcially starts August
1st, but don’t be surprised if you
see him around the building
before then.
We would like to welcome Denny
Melvin and we all look forward to
a great school year.
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Graduation: Memorable Ending, New Beginnings
By Ms. Jeaney Cantrell, 8th Grade Class Sponsor/ELA Teacher

This has been a great year for both
eighth grade students and faculty! The
caps, gowns, and tassels have arrived,
raising the an cipa on level for the
graduates. Gradua on pictures were
taken March 27.
Salem R-80 visited our school to preenroll eighth grade students for high
school. Students were given an outline
of available required and elec ve classes. This gave Dent-Phelps eighth
graders the opportunity to become
familiar with the Salem R-80 four-year
plan that begins their freshman year.
Eighth grade students who will a end
Rolla High School were also given the

opportunity to register for classes.
Licking High School visited our eighth
graders on March 19. With the three
choices for high school, our students
have the opportunity to compare ins tu ons and their academics in order to
make the best decision for their educaon. This makes the transi on process
easier for students.
An awards celebra on will be held
during the school day on Monday,
May 10. Honor students will be recognized at this me and academic and
sports awards will also be distributed.
The gradua on commencement service will take place on Tuesday, May 11

at 7:00 pm. Brother Bobby Mathis,
grandfather of graduate, Grant Case,
will be the guest speaker. He will oﬀer
words of encouragement to students
as they leave Dent-Phelps R-III to begin
new, life-changing experiences. The
parents of each student will be honored by their child in a heart-felt exchange of gra tude. Diplomas will be
distributed. A celebra on dance will
follow gradua on exercises.
The Class of 2021 will truly be missed.
They will leave Dent-Phelps with memories that will last a life me.
God bless each graduate.

Bird Watching in Third Grade
By Ms. Stephanie Dittman, 3A Teacher

As spring makes its appearance so
do the beau ful birds! The birds
are beginning to migrate in and
third grade is looking to the sky,
trees, feeders and schoolyard.

ent types of nests. The students
will be construc ng his or her own
bird nest hoping it will support a
“bird and bird eggs”.

I hope my love for birds will inspire
one or more of my students to look
closely how birds can bring joy
and smiles.
(le

) Missouri State Bird,
the Eastern Bluebird

For the next four weeks third grade
will be bird watching, learning the
diﬀerent a ributes of birds, how
birds make their nest and the diﬀer-

(right) A pair of (male and
female) Northern Cardinals.

PTO News

By Mrs. Laci Gover, PTO President
The end of the 2020-2021 school year is
just around the corner. We would like to
thank everyone that has helped with any of
the PTO fundraisers. Students, parents,
teachers and staﬀ have all been great this
year. Without everyone doing their part it
wouldn't be possible for PTO to have accomplished what it has this year. Some of
the things PTO has helped in this year are
the 8th grade gradua on, Field Day ac vi-

es, carna ons for nursing home residents,
supplies for classes and treats for the
kids. We are always looking forward to
ﬁnding new ways to help be er the
school experience for all of the students
at Dent- Phelps R3.

events back next year and we hope to have
even more parents involved. Our ﬁrst
mee ng next school year will be in September. We would like to hear new ideas
from everyone.
Hope everyone enjoys their summer break!

We are looking forward to the 2021-2022
school year! We hope to have all of our

Can’t wait to see everyone on August 25th!
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Grit...do we have it?
By Mrs. Kim Pogue, School Counselor
Being the counselor at Dent-Phelps
this year has been an exci ng, awesome experience for me, and I’m
certain I’ve learned more than the
kids have! I am scheduled in every
classroom every week for a counseling lesson. During the year, we have
focused on posi ve character traits,
healthy living, mindfulness, goalse ng, ge ng to know our
strengths and weaknesses, career
op ons, and my very favorite unit of
all—GROWTH MINDSET.
I became intrigued by the growth
mindset concept a er hearing a talk

from Angela Duckworth concerning
the topic of GRIT and how students
with grit are more successful than
students who are academically gi ed and talented. Grit refers to the
ability of people to remain persistent
and resilient despite obstacles and
con nue un l goals are accomplished. Ms. Duckworth men oned
the term growth mindset from the
work of psychologist Carol Dweck in
her talk, and I knew then I wanted to
know more about it. Since my main
mo va on for school counseling is
to help students become their personal best, I wanted to ﬁnd out how

to give my students the “grit” they
needed to reach their goals.
Growth mindset has taught the DentPhelps Bobcats to work hard, never
give up, try new things, don’t be
afraid to fail, ask for help, and challenge our brain with diﬃcult tasks in
order to give our brains their best
environment for growing and succeeding. This idea of a growth mindset, rather than a ﬁxed mindset,
means that we will keep working and
striving to achieve our dreams and
reach our goals at Dent-Phelps R-III!

Why Do We Celebrate Graduation?

(Continued from page 1)

gradua on tradi ons. While many people
might not recognize the tune by name, when
the melody is played, most listeners will be
able to iden fy it as the gradua on march.
Though it is played at gradua ons across the
United States, the song is actually Bri sh in
origin. The song was wri en by Bri sh composer Edward Elgar for the corona on of King
Edward VII. It wasn’t un l four years later,
when Elgar received an honorary doctorate at
Yale, it was ﬁrst played at an American gradua on. The tradi on spread to other universies, and now it is used across the country.

Throwing the Gradua on Cap: Anyone who
has ever watched a movie or TV episode that
has featured a gradua on is likely familiar
with this me-tested tradi on. At the end of
the ceremony, all of the graduates throw
their gradua on cap in the air in celebra on.
It is basically a symbol that exclaims “we did
it!” Student are invited to par cipate in this
tradi on, gently.
Gradua on Par es: Many accomplishments
or milestones are observed by holding a special party in the individual’s honor. Graduaons are no diﬀerent. Dent Phelps will be

having a dance a er the gradua on ceremony
that will last un l 10 pm. Permission slips will
go home. At Dent Phelps, it is also a tradi on
that only Eighth Grade Graduates may a end
this dance. Almost half of the graduates are
going to Rolla, the other half, Salem, and one
to Licking. They get one last me to gather
together to celebrate their accomplishments
and say one last hear elt goodbye to those
they may never see again.
I say to all the Bobcat Graduates of 2021,
Congratula ons and Good Luck in all that
you dream.
Mr. Stra on

10 Free Sites to Help Kids Practice Reading
By Mrs. Mikki Raulston, Library

Summer is fast approaching. Reading is a
great summer ac vity that you can do with
your children. Here are 10 free sites that will
help kids prac ce reading. As always check
for content and age appropriateness of
websites.
These 10 excellent sites for pre-K and elementary children are backed by a tremendous

amount of research into how kids learn to
read and how they become ﬂuent readers.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Between the Lions
Starfall
StoryPlace
Storyline Online
ReadWriteThink Student Interac ves
PBS Reading Games

7. WordWorld
8. Storynory
9. OxfordOWL
10. ABCya
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We Want Your Input…
We’d like to hear from you regarding our programs, schedules, yearly calendar, activities, etc. We value your opinion and want to make
the best decisions possible in meeting the needs of our staff, students, and community.
Please email your comments and/or suggestions to:
admin@dentphelps.k12.mo.us
If you don’t have access to a computer, feel free to drop us a note
or give us a call.
If you would like to be placed on our newsletter mailing list, please

"Value, Empower, and Educate
Everyone, Everyday"

We’re on the web!
www.dentphelps.k12.mo.us

Dent-Phelps R-3 School
27870 Highway C
Salem, MO 65560

call the office at 729-4680.
The Administration

